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RECREATION DEGREE PROGRAM AT UM
SET FOR TRANSFER TO FORESTRY SCHOOL

IMMEDIATELY
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MISSOULA-Starting this summer, the degree programs leading to a major in recreation from the
Department of Health, Physical Education and Recreation (HPER) at the University of Montana
in Missoula will be transferred to the

~1

School of Forestry.

Effective July 1, 1977, UM students who wish to major in recreation will study that
program through the forestry school.

Those students currently majoring in recreation in the

HPER department will still receive their degrees from the

College of Arts and Sciences, of

which HPER is one department, rather than from the forestry school, unless they choose to
receive their degrees through the School of Forestry.
Three faculty members now in the HPER department will transfer to the forestry school
to teach recreation there.
HPER department

They are Dr. Joel F. Meier, associate professor of HPER and former

chairman; James Burkhart, HPER instructor, and Dr. Stephen McCool, an

assistant professor who presently has a joint appointment with the HPER department and the
forestry school.
Under the present system, students may major in recreation and receive a bachelor of
arts or bachelor of science degree in recreation from the HPER department.
science degree with a major in recreation is also offered.

A master of

Through the fOrestry school,

students interested in recreation or park management presently may major in resource
conservation and receive a bachelor of science degree in resource conservation (B.S.R.C.).
Resource conservation includes many aspects similar to recreation, including park management
and natural resource planning.

The School of Forestry does not now confer bachelor of arts

degrees.
-more-
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Under the system to be instituted this summer, the HPER department will offer a degree
in health and physical education only.

No degrees in recreation will be conferred unless

students already majoring in recreation in the HPER department plan to graduate under the
guidelines of the old program.
Under the new system, students will be able to receive a bachelor of arts, bachelor of
science or master of science degree with a major in recreation through the School of Forestry.
All students enrolled in recreation will follow the same basic curriculum for their
freshman and sophomore years.

During their junior and senior years, students will then have

their choice of two specializations--a recreation resource management option or a recreation
program services option.
Meier, one of several UM faculty members who have developed the plan to transfer the
recreation program to the forestry school, said it is believed that the recreation program
at UM will be "cpnsiderably strengthened"

by amalgamating the recreation emphasis in the

forestry school with the recreation program now in the HPER department.
"The unification of recreation specialists will not only bolster the size of the
recreation staff," Meier explained, "but will also add diversity and specialization to the
program."
The combined recreation staff would also be bolstered by a number of other faculty
members in the forestry school who teach courses related to recreation, he said.

Meier said

some related courses are those in the areas of ecology, environmental management, conservation,
wildlife, wildland management, natural resources law, park management and land use planning.
Dr. Lawrence K. Forcier, acting dean of the forestry school, said that with the
recreation program in the forestry school, many students now majoring in resource conservation
may wish to change to the recreation program where there will be a greater emphasis on park
management and other topics related to outdoor recreation than now exist in the resource
conservation program.
Dr. John L. Dayries, chairman of the HPER department, said that the HPER department
probably will change its name to the Department of Health and Physical Education once the
recreation program is moved. Other possible titles for the department are still being
considered as well, he said.
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